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At first glance, Jesse Willems’ (1984) collages seem like 
a melancholic echo of constructivism. But make no mistake 
- the visual language may refer to the pre-war avant-garde 
collage technique and the development of abstract art - but 
in fact, Willems reflects the contemporary zeitgeist. He collects, 
organizes, selects, as if within a lucid dream, thoroughly 
controlling surrounding chaos. In a world where everything must 
be faster and grander, the artist deploys his camera in search of 
resting places and stillness. He focuses on urban details, seeks 
light and reflection, shadow and contrast, until the abstract-
figurative contrast no longer exists and geometric figures 
become poetic, spherical images. In Ancient Greece, there were 
two words for time: ‘chronos’ and ‘kairos’. ‘Chronos’ referred to 
chronological or sequential time, and ‘kairos’ referred to a proper 
moment for action, an opportunity. Willems spontaneously 
photographs that moment on his urban quest for matter to 
hold on to. The ‘found compositions’ are reworked in his studio, 
but not without challenging his urge for order and control by 
working on ‘found paper’. The instance of texture and patina 
adds dimension. It is the scars that captivate him and allow him 
to be guided intuitively. It can be said that we are all a collage 
of our interests, influences, experiences, and inspirations. History 
moves and changes constantly. We live, collect, look at the world 
and selectively try to compose who we are in this moment. Later, 
Willems adds fragments from magazines and song lyrics as 
titles. The artist is aware that control is an illusion. He refers to 
the Stoics: ‘The world is divided into two categories: what is in our 
power and what is not in our power.’ Willems has no grip on the 
big city of New York, but with one sharp shadow, he makes us 
reflect on what we too often carelessly ignore. 

Jesse Willems

lives and  
works in

Antwerp (B)°1984
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For this exhibition, the artist seeks out the past in a 
dialogue with the late Belgian-American photographer, author, 
and tapestry artist Jan Yoors (1922-1977). The artist was captured 
during the war for helping the Roma gypsies and moved to New 
York after his release. Yoors’ photos of New York, hardscapes at 
the intersection of abstraction, called Willems to explore the city 
in his footsteps. In this whirling and overwhelming city, standing 
still is an act of rebellion. At the end of his life, Yoors was literally 
forced to a standstill when he lost both legs due to diabetes. He 
focused on creating small gouaches and pure line drawings of 
his wife’s silhouette. Both artists share a sensitivity for the rhythm 
of lines; proving that, for those who look closely, abstraction 
surfaces everywhere from everyday life. Willems is driven by the 
monumentality of what figuratively surrounds us. He refines it 
until the essence seduces us naked, vulnerable, and powerful, 
to a standstill. In this overwhelming and hunted world, he is the 
unrelenting curator of small essential essence. 
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Kairos, 2022
78,5 x 112 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
4.800 €
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A time for realism, 2022
153 x 107 cm, handcut collagen, walnut frame
6.200 €



13

Cold sweat, 2022
93 x 133 cm, handcut 
collage, walnut frame
5.250 €

South sea idyl, 2022
30,5 x 33 cm, handcut 
collage, walnut frame
1.350 €
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A prolonged meditation on mystery of forms, 2022
51 x 47,5 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
2.650 €
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Summer in Abbadon, 2022
93 x 133 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
5.250 €
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Turn right at Orion, 2022
47 x 43,5 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
2.450 €
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Nudes are back, 2022
93 x 133 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
5.250 €
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Alone in a crowd, 2022
103,5 x 142 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
6.200 €
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What appears to be a collision, 2022
30 x 22 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
1.450  €
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Tapestry, 2022
24 x 28 cm
Handcut collage
Walnut frame, 2022
1.100 €

Reyes, 2022
43,5 x 58,5 cm
Handcut collage
Walnut frame, 2022
2.450 €
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Dramatic Decade, 2022
27 x 25 cm, handcut 
collage, walnut frame
1.350 €

A new verve, 2022
41 x 33 cm, handcut col-
lage, walnut frame
1.450 €
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Pitfalls and perils, 2022
84 x 117,5 cm, baryta prints, wal-
nut frame. #1/3
4.000 €

Behind the MoMa, 2022
84 x 117,5 cm, baryta prints, 
walnut frame. #1/3
4.000 €
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Curled up on your own, 2022
44 x 63,5 cm, handcut collage, 
walnut frame
2.700 €

Ancient Nara, 2022
32 x 29,5 cm, handcut collage, 
walnut frame
1.250 €
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Tridacna, 2022
84 x 83,5 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
3.600 €
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Revolver, 2022
38 x 48 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
2.100 €
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Nussbaum, 2022
84 x 65 cm, handcut collage, 
walnut frame
3.200 €

Trinacria, 2022
57,5 x 51,5 cm, handcut collage, 
walnut frame
2.750 €
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Nussbaum (epilogue), 2022
70 x 70 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
2.850 €
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Plans, 2022
23 x 28 cm, handcut collage, walnut frame
1.100 €
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Jan Yoors was a writer, painter, photographer, 
filmmaker, sculptor, and master of tapestry. His work was 
inspired by a life rich with experiences – from his youth with a 
gypsy kumpania, his imprisonment by the Nazis, to his years 
writing about and photographing the diverse people of New York 
City.

While in school in London after the war, he was 
introduced to tapestry and weaving and studied traditions from 
Aubusson to Samarkand. Early work was largely figurative and 
then became increasingly abstract. His wives, Marianne and 
Annabert as well as others, weaved under his supervision. In 1959 
Art in America nominated him as one of the new talents.

Jan Yoors

+1977
United States

°1922  
Belgium

© Jan Yoors /  
Courtesy Gallery  

FIFTY ONE
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Untitled, 1973
57 x 55 cm, gouache on paper, walnut frame
12.550 €
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Untitled, 1972
57 x 55 cm, gouache on paper, walnut frame
19.950 €
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Beyond Reveries, 1979
73 x 79 cm, gouache on paper, walnut frame
22.500 €

Eruption, 1973
34 x 42 cm, gouache on paper, walnut frame
19.850 €
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Untitled, n.d.
65 x 58 cm, gouache on paper, walnut frame
27.300 €

Untitled, 1977
78,5 x 89 cm, charcoal on heavy weight toned paper, walnut 
frame
15.200 €
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Untitled Abstraction, n.d.
57,5 x 44 cm, gelatin silver print, printed 04.2012, walnut frame
Edition of 15, stamped by Estate Jan Yoors (titled, dated and 
numbered)
1.900 €
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Abstract at the Natural History 
Museum, 1962
57,5 x 44 cm, gelatin silver print, 
printed 04.2012, walnut frame
Edition of 15, stamped by Estate 
Jan Yoors (titled, dated and 
numbered)
1.900 €

Chinese New Year, 1970
57,5 x 44 cm, gelatin silver print, 
printed 06.2014, walnut frame
Edition of 15, stamped by Estate 
Jan Yoors (titled, dated and 
numbered)
1.900 €
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Untitled (patina), 1964
57,5 x 44 cm, gelatin silver print, printed 04.2012, walnut frame
Edition of 15, stamped by Estate Jan Yoors (titled, dated and 
numbered)
1.900 €



Prices include VAT, taxes and frames

Greet Umans
Director
+32 (0)478 20 25 82
greet@schonfeldgallery.com

Mey De Bruyn
Assistant
+32 (0)777 69 32 71
mey@schonfeldgallery.com
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